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FIFE LAKE HISTORICAL MUSEUM, SCHOOLHOUSE, AND FIRE BARN
Open Memorial Day Weekend – Labor Day Weekend
 By Appointment: 989-781-0512
BOARD MEETINGS OPEN TO PUBLIC  
Schoolhouse:  2nd Monday, May – Sept, 7:00 PM

2026-27 BOARD MEMBERS
President:  Joyce Freiwald     Vice-President:  Kyle Gilmour   Secretary:  Ali Bridson   Treasurer:  Steve McClelland
Curator:  Craig Bridson   Directors:  Brandon Deike, Linda Bridson, Linda Forwerck, Dick Gilmour, Mary Kattreh, Sue Nyce

A big thank you to our retiring board members:  Pam Wentzel (Secretary 13 years) and Noreen Broering (Vice-President 6 years) and a big welcome to our new board members Ali Bridson and Mary Kattreh.

MUSEUM:  In 1998 Debra Wright, a local artist, painted an 8’ x 12’ mural representing local historical sites which was mounted on the 
     outside of the Fife Lake Museum.  Over the years the wood and painting have been damaged by weather.   After repairs, a picture 
     was taken of it and using modern technology the image will be reproduced on a weather resistant product and remounted on the
     museum.  Other improvements include fixing the concrete at the front door and extending the guard railing going down the ramp.

SCHOOLHOUSE:  Severe rusting problems were affecting the door, therefore it, along with the side window, were replaced by a
     centered black door that is more functional and adds to the charm of the schoolhouse.  Thanks to Deborah Chamberlain and her 
     crew (especially Steve McClellan and Dick Gilmour) for the landscaping that continues to be more beautiful with indigenous 
     Michigan plants and flowers that are enjoyed by everyone, including the bees.

FIRE BARN:  A new sidewalk from the public sidewalk up to the fire barn door has been completed making the path safer and more
     handicapped accessible.  Thanks to the generosity of the DDA and Jim Rickett’s company who helped make this project possible. 
    Dick and Tom Gilmour continue to work on our 1937 fire truck.  Maybe we’ll have an amber warning light on the roof this year. 

STUDENT VOLUNTEERS:  We welcome back four Forest Area high school students, Brody and Kendra Naeyaert, Allie Olszawski, and 
     Tori Tayor as they continue to volunteer at our 3 venues this summer.  When they graduate from high school they will be awarded 
     financial scholarships to help with further education in the fields of their choice.

 LEADERS CONNECT AT THE MUSEUM:  The October Leaders Connect gathering was held at the museum.  It was a great time for
     networking, conversation, and a very fun scavenger hunt where participants read the clues and tried to find the items in the show 
     cases.  “A fun time was had by all.”

FIFE LAKE AREA GENEALOGY SOCIETY (FLAGS):
     FLAGS covers Grand Traverse and Kalkaska counties but other counties and new members are encouraged to join in discovering
     and preserving our genealogy.   Meetings are at the Fife Lake Public Library at 10:00 on the first Wednesday of the month.  For 
     more information contact Linda at lforwerck1@gmail.com or call 231-631-1750.  

THANKS TO THE VILLAGE OF FIFE LAKE DDA:
     The Historical Society was awarded a Fife Lake Façade Grant to help pay for the new school house door.  The DDA, along with
     some private donors, is also responsible for the village benches placed on the lawns at the museum, schoolhouse and fire barn.  
	
THANKS ALSO TO:
The Bridson family and friends for the 4th of July Buffalo BBQ which will be held again this year at the museum at 11:00.
This is the Historical Society’s only fund raiser so we hope you will support it.
Pam Wentzel, Judy Ruskus, Dick Gilmour, and Rod Larr for showing the 3rd graders an 1800’s school day, the museum & fire barn,
Most of our volunteer students fondly remember this special experience.
John Thompson & his Fife Lake String Band for our July 4th float, Kevin Mannor for his truck, Steve McClellan for his vintage jeep
Gordie Styker for continually donating his time and product to print our membership/newsletter
All of you who financially and physically support these projects to keep our venues updated and beautiful.
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